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April 14, 2015 

 

A.D. Ensley 

Dallas Polygraph Services 

9101 LBJ Freeway Suit 200, Dallas Texas 75243 

 

Re: Janice Wilhelm, deceased 

 

Dear Mr. Ensley: 

 

As requested, I have reviewed the following materials in regard to the death of Janice Wilhelm: 

 

1. The reports of the Leon County Sheriff’s Office 

2. The autopsy 

3. Photos of the scene and neck wound 

4. Copy of a letter to the postal service 

 

At approximately 1442 hrs on 12/08/10, the Leon County Sheriff’s Office received a call from 

Gerald Wilhelm reporting that his wife had apparently shot herself in their residence.  EMS was 

dispatched.  On arrival of a deputy, he found the husband, an EMS unit, a member of the 

Centerville Fire Department and a Justice of the Peace at the scene.  

 

On investigation of the scene, the deputy found the body of Janice Wilhelm on a recliner with a 

gunshot wound of entrance on the left side of the neck. There was no evidence of an exit.   A 

multi-colored knitted afghan blanket covered her legs and was tucked in. A tan wash cloth 

covered the wound.  It had been placed there by the husband. Mrs. Wilhelm’s head was slumped 

to the right and both hands were in her lap.     

 

Further investigation revealed a .45 caliber Bersa pistol on the floor approximately 5-6 feet to the 

left of the body, in front of a couch.  The pistol was cocked with a round in the chamber and 5 

rounds in the magazine.  A spent casing was on the floor behind the couch to the left of the body.  
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Subsequent investigation revealed that the deceased had had multiple health problems and 

required pain medications. She was left handed.  She allegedly had major surgery on her left 

upper arm, with removal of an 8 inch tumor, a few years prior such that the arm was very weak.  

She had written a letter to the postal authorities requesting that the mail not be put to the back of 

the postal box as she had difficulty reaching it because of her arm weakness.  There was also an 

alleged history of her father having shot himself in the neck 10 years prior. 

An autopsy was performed by the Dallas County Medical Examiner’s Office.  Janice Wilhelm 

was a 63 year-old white female 64 inches tall and weighing 228 lbs.  Present on the left side of 

the neck was a gunshot wound of entrance.  The wound was 8 inches below the top of the head; 

2 ½ inches inferior to and 1 ½ inches anterior to the inferior attachment of the pinna of the left 

ear.  The wound was contact with a muzzle imprint.   The imprint indicated that the gun had been 

oriented approximately horizontal with the front sight toward the back of the neck at the time of 

discharge.  The bullet traveled through the neck striking the 7th cervical spine severing the cord.  

The bullet was recovered 12 inches below the top of the head 6 inches to the right of the 

posterior midline.  Toxicologic analysis on blood revealed butalbital (1.9 mg/L); 

diphenhydramine 0.24 mg/L; sertraline 0.02 mg/L and lidocaine 0.02 mg/L). 

 

The cause of death in this case is obvious.  It is the manner of death that is open to question.  The 

case was labeled a suicide but the question of homicide must be ruled out.   

 

The following points are relevant in making a determination as to the manner of death: 

 

1. The gunshot wound was a contact wound of the left side of the neck.  A muzzle 

imprint was present.  The imprint indicates that the gun was oriented approximately 

horizontal with the muzzle pointing toward the back of the neck.  The right side of the 

gun would have been either resting on her shoulder or parallel to the top of it.  The  

  



ejection port would have been pointed downwards.  If the gun was resting on her 

shoulder the fired shell could not have been ejected.   

 
 

 

2. The National Association of Medical Examiner’s has a ListServ for its members.  

There are approximately 300 individuals on it.  I enquired as to whether any had seen 

cases of suicide involving a contact wound of the neck.  I had approximately 6 

replies.  These individuals all had seen one case in their careers.  They felt that a 

suicidal wound in this location is very rare. 

3. Janice Wilhelm would have to have shot herself with her left hand, yet she had 

reduced strength in it due to her surgery. 

4. The bullet traveled from left to right through the neck severing the spinal cord at the 

7th cervical vertebrae.  This injury would have caused immediate paralysis from this 

level down.  She could not have moved her hands or arms.  If she had shot herself, the 

gun would have immediately fallen out of her hand.  Yet, the gun was found several 

feet from the body.  It had to have been placed there by someone other than the 

victim.   Recoil would not have moved the gun that distance.  Mr. Ensley has stated 

that both her husband and the EMS personnel did not touched the weapon.   

 

The aforementioned facts suggest the possibility of a homicide.  This case needs to be thoroughly 

re-investigated. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
VINCENT J.M. DI MAIO, M.D. 



 

 


